CHAPTER VI

GLOOM AND CHEER: 1705-1706

Cabinet reconstruction and general election - the " Trium-
virate " - disappointing campaign of 1705 - battle of Ramil-
lies - conquest of Belgium - Allied differences - offer of
Governor-Generalship.

THE victories on the Danube excited the patriotic
enthusiasm of the English people, but the High
Tories, now that their leaders had left the Cabinet,
were distinctly dissatisfied. Rochester said that
the losses of the French armies at Blenheim were
no more than a bucketful of water to the French
King, and the Tory majority in the Commons
insisted on coupling the name of Sir George Rooke
with that of Marlborough in the congratulatory
address, because Rooke, more by luck than
judgment, had that August conquered the Rock
of Gibraltar and fought a drawn battle with the
French off Malaga. When Marlborough offered
Rooke a free ticket for a dinner given to him by
the City of London, Rooke pointedly refused and
became so antagonistic to the Ministry that the
Queen was compelled to dismiss him* In the
domestic field the extreme Tories again tried to
force through an Occasional Conformity Bill,
aimed at excluding the Nonconformists from
political life, which had twice been defeated in
earlier sessions. But they were defeated by their
own moderates in the Commons, while the Bill
was again rejected by the Lords, and Marlborough,
who had previously voted for it, now voted
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